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“Public Safety is a Shared
Responsibility™

/- Chief Amy Prock

Proposed Response Plan includes 12

recommended action steps:

m 6 action steps to be taken by the City.
m 4 action steps to be taken by the private property owners.



ity Action Step #1 - Ongoing educational
efforts.

= Fducate the public about:
= Coyotes, habitat; breeding; food sources; actual & perceived threatfs;
efc.
= |egal parameters — what you can & cannot do.
= Resources available for assistance:
o Professional private wildlife removal services.
o State resources.
o Financial resources offered by the City.
= What citizens can do to protect themselves & their pets.

= Fducational platformes:

= City website, & social media pages.
= Neighborhood watch meetings.

= Brochures & flyers.



ity Action Step #2 - Documentation of
oyote Encounters.

» City to develop a system for documenting encounters w/ coyotes to note:
= Generadl: location; date; time of day; number & description of animals; etc.

= Type of coyote encounter:
= Observation - Taking note of tracks, scat, &/or vocalizations without actually seeing a coyote.
= Sighting - A visual observation of one or more coyotes from a distance.
- Enc/ounier - An unexpected direct meeting between human & coyote that is without incident.
= |ncident - A conflict between a person &a coyote where a coyote exhibited behavior creating an unsafe
tuation.
Attack - An aggressive action by a coyote involving physical contact with a person.
escription of coyote behavior:
= Habituated - Coyotes that appears to frequently associate w/ humans or human food, & exhibits little
wariness of people.
= Depredating - A coyote that is preying on pets or livestock.
= Menacing - A coyote that exhibits aggravated abnormal behavior stopping short of a “dangerous coyote”.
This may include coyote incidents &/or encounters where a coyote could potentially endanger public
safety.
= Dangerous - Coyotes that attack or exhibit aggressive behavior toward a person or poses a significant threat
to human safety.

This information will be used to document emergency depredation action requests to DNR.



ity Action Step #3 - Working w/ our State
Legislators.

=»The Mayor, Councilmembers, & staff have met w/ a
member of our local legislative delegation to

Iscuss legislation to increase emergency resources
for SCDNR.

»These additional resources would be available to
allow DNR to handle emergency situations more
rapidly & more frequently.



ity Action Step #4 - Inspecting for potential
00d sources.

= Staff to develop a plan to hire an inspector to trail sanitation crews to
limit the availability of food sources in residential & commercial areas to

ensure that:

icans are moved back to the house by the day following collections.

» Trash & ofther potential coyote food sources are rapidly identified & dealt with.
Compactor sites & commercial garbage containers are kept clear of frash &
debris that might attract coyotes.

Inspector would also look for orphaned waste, aesthetic issues, & code
violations.

= |mplementation will require an adjustment to the solid waste portion of
the utility bill.



ity Action Step #5 - Cost Sharing

= The City will not engage in trapping on private property for liability
reasons.

= The City will reimburse residents for a portion of the cost of hiring a
private wildlife removal professional to remove & dispose of

frapped coyotes.

= Costs for such services vary by company & range between $125 & $425
per removal.

= The City will set aside $5,000 initially to provide a reimbursement of $75 per
incident to private property owners that incur the cost of these services.

= The City would not be a party to the agreement between the wildlife
removal expert & the private property owner.

= The City would reimburse based on a paid receipt.

= The City would re-evaluate this program after the initial $5,000 is spent.
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Six Recommendations - What Citizens Can
Do To Protect Themselves & Their Pets

Recommendation #1: Keep your dogs on a leash that 6’ long or less (Note: To date, the
City has never had a documented report of a pet taken off a leash by a coyote). Do
not let your pets run loose, especially at night.

» Recommendation #2: Become familiar w/ coyote’s multiple food sources. Eliminate
who’r;/O// can near your home.

» Reconimendation #3: When walking your dog, take a stick capable of rendering a
:?/(No’re: coyotes sense that a pet owner carrying a weapon presents a greater

danger).

» Recommendation #4: When walking your dog, take an air horn (or other noise maker).
you encounter a coyote, use the noise maker to scare it away & let others know a
coyote is in the area.

Recommendation #5: Report coyote encounters through the City's website.

Recommendation #6: Call 211 to report conflicts between a person & a coyote where
the coyote exhibits aggressive behavior or otherwise creates an unsafe situation.




